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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

^ 1. A multi-beam scanri/ng apparatus comprising: 
a multi-beam semiconductor laser; 
a laser holder holding said multi-beam 
semiconductor laser ; 

a multi-beam light/ source unit having said 
multi-beam semiconduct/br laser and said laser holder; 

scanning imaging/ means for scanning a plurality of 
laser beams emitted by said multi-beam semiconductor 
laser to form an image on a surface to be scanned; and 

a housing supporting said scanning imaging means 
and said multi-beaAi light source unit, 

wherein said /multi-beam semiconductor laser is 
fixed to said lasrer holder with inclination at or near 
a predetermined Arotational angle for adjusting a beam 
interval between the plurality of laser beams. 
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2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said multi-befeam semiconductor laser has a laser array 
fixed with inclination with respect to a reference 
surface of /said laser holder. 



3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said multi-b^V^ emiconductor la ser has a plurality of 
25 aligned emisb^fk^oints . 

An apparatus accorg#TKj to claim 1, wherein 



- 26 - 



said multi-beam semiconductor laser has a p^ur^lity of 
two-dimensionally arrayed emission ppiifts. 

5. An apparatus ac^^r^^jafg to claim 1, wherein 
said laser holder isx'integrated with a lens barrel 
holding a collipt^itor lens. 

6. A multi-beam light source unit comprising: 
a multi-beam semiconductor laser for emitting a 

plurality of laser beams; / 

a laser holder holdin/g said multi-beam 
semiconductor laser; and/ 

a multi-beam lighy source unit having said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser and said laser holder, 

wherein said miyLti-beam semiconductor laser is 
fixed to said lasey holder with inclination at or near 
a predetermined rotational angle for adjusting a beam 
interval betweery the plurality of laser beams. 

7. A unit according to claim 6, wherein said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser has a laser array fixed 
with inclination with respect to a reference surface of 
said laser holder. 



8. A unit according to claim 6, wherein said 
multi-beanH^emiconductor laser has a plurality of 
aligned emission points. 
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9. A unit according to claim 6, whe^efn said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser has ^x^lurality of 
two-dimensionally arrayed 4$a\iJ&§2&n points. 



10, A unit according to claim 6, wherein said 
laser holder is ^fvtegrated with a lens barrel holding a 
collimator L6ns, 



I Jj 11. A multi 

a multi-bea 



-beam sdanning apparatus comprising: 
beam semiconductor laser; 
a laser holder ho/Lding said multi-beam 



semiconductor laser ; 

a multi-beam lirfht source unit having said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser and said laser holder; 

scanning imagyng means for scanning a plurality of 
laser beams emittep by said multi-beam semiconductor 
laser to form an Amage on a surface to be scanned; 

a housing supporting said scanning imaging means 
and said multi-tteam light source unit; and 

fixing means for fixing said multi-beam light 
source unit tcy said housing, said fixing means having a 
plurality of fixing portions, 

whereiry the center of rotation of said multi-beam 
light source unit and a plurality of emission points of 
said multiAbeam semiconductor laser are located on a 
straight line connecting at least two of the plurality 
of fixing portions or a planar region defined by 
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straight lij*es connecting all the plurality of fixing 
portions , 

12. Ary^pparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
said f±ximg/tQ§&ns has at least three fixing portions, 

13. An apparatus according to claim 11, wljerfein 
said fixing means has a fixing portion fastened by a 
screw. 

14. An apparatus accArd^g to claim 11, wherein 
said fixing means has a pSj^ng portion adhered with an 
adhesive. 

15. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
said multi^beam semiconductor laser has a plurality of 
aligneja emission points . 




16. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
said multi-beam semiconductor laser has a plurality of 
two-dimensL^na'ily arrayed emission points. 

17. An apparatus iaccording to claim 11, wherein 
said laser holder comprises an adjustment member for 
adjusting a relative position of said multi-beam 
semiconductor laser « 



- 29 - 



18. An apparatus aepor^tng to claim 11, wherein 
said laser holder is ijffice£rated with a lens barrel 
holding a collim^Cor lens. 

J? 

19. A multi-beam light source unit comprising: 
a multi-beam semiconductor laser for emitting a 

plurality of laser beams; / 

a laser holder holdings said multi-beam 
semiconductor laser; / 

a multi-beam light source unit having said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser and said laser holder; 

a housing supporting said multi-beam light source 
unit; and / 

fixing means fpr fixing said multi-beam light 
source unit to saircl housing, said fixing means having a 
plurality of fixing portions, 

wherein tWe center of rotation of said multi-beam 
light source junit and a plurality of emission points of 
said multi-peam semiconductor laser are located on a 
straight lane connecting at least two of the plurality 
of fixing portions or a planar region defined by 
straight lines connecting all the plurality of fixing 
portions . 



20. A unit accor£4<hg "to claim 19, wherein said 
fixing means has at ft&§s£sA:hr&e fixing portions. 
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21. A unit: according to claim 19, wherein ^axd, 
fixing means has a fixing portion fastened jay a screw. 



22. A unit according 
fixing means has a fixing^ 
adhesive. 



;o clai#r 19, wherein said 
ion adhered with an 



23. A \xnxt according to claim 19, wherein said 
multi-beapt^ semiconductor laser has a plurality of 
aligned emission points. 



24. A unit according to claim 19, wherein said 
multi-beam semiconductor laser has a plurality of 
two-dimensiorfed^ arrayed emission points. 

25. A unit according/ro claim 19, wherein said 
laser holder comprises/an adjustment member for 
adjusting a relativer position of said multi-beam 
semiconductor laser . 
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A unit accordirwf' to claim 19, wherein said 



laser holder is Integra 
collimator lens. 



with a lens barrel holding 
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